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that stretches all men out at last, I must not risk the scandal there
would be among my countrywomen here if one who had
amassed such wealth were put to rest without a shroud." That's
how she talked; and we, like gentlemen, let her persuade us;
with the result that by day she wove at the great web, but every
night had torches set beside it and undid the work. For three
years she fooled us with this trick. A fourth began, and the
seasons were already slipping by, when one of her women, who
knew all about it, gave her mistress away. We caught her un-
ravelling her beautiful work, and she was forced reluctantly to
complete it.
* This then, Telemachus, is the Suitors' answer to you. I'd have
you note it well, and all the people too. Send your mother away
and make her marry the man whom her father chooses and
whom she prefers. She must beware of trying our young men's
patience much further and counting too much on the matchless
gifts that she owes to Athene, her skill in fine handicraft, her
excellent brain, and that genius she has for getting her way. In
that respect, I grant she has no equal, not even in story. For of all
the Achaean beauties of former dmes, there is not one, not Tyro,
nor Alcmene, nor Mycene of the lovely diadem, who had at her
command such wits as she. Yet in the present case Penelope has
used those wits amiss. For I assure you that so long as she main-
tains this attitude that she has been misguided enough to adopt,
the Suitors will continue to eat you out of house and home. She
may be winning a great name for cleverness, but at what ex-
pense to you! So I say again, we will not return to our own
estates, nor go anywhere else, until she makes her choice and
marries one other countrymen.'
'Antinous,' the wise young prince replied, ^t is quite impos-
sible for me to cast out the mother who bore me and who
brought me up, with my father somewhere at the world's end
and, as likely as not, still alive. Think, first, what I should have
to pay Icarius if I took it into my head to send my mother back
to him. Again, when that father others had done his worst to
me, the gods would step in and let loose on me the avenging

